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You request a ruling as to the application of the Massachusetts sales tax to charges made to
___________ (“Magazine”) for printing promotional packages to be mailed across the country.  You
state that after printing the packages are delivered to a mailing house which prepares the materials
for mailing and then takes them to a United States Post Office.  The Magazine keeps detailed
records of the number of promotional packages mailed to Massachusetts residents.
Chapter 64H, Section 2 of the Massachusetts General Laws imposes a five per cent sales tax on
retail sales of tangible personal property.  Included among the definitions of a sale is “[a] transfer for
a consideration of the title or possession of tangible personal property which has been produced,
fabricated or printed to the special order of the customer, or of any publication.”  (G.L. c. 64H, §
1(12)(e)).  But Section 6(ff) of Chapter 64H exempts from the sales tax
“[s]ales of printed material which is manufactured in the Commonwealth to the special order of a
purchaser, to the extent such material is delivered to an interstate carrier, a mailing house or a
United States Post Office for delivery or mailing to a purchaser located outside the
Commonwealth or to a purchaser’s designee located outside the Commonwealth.”
Based on the foregoing, it is ruled that charges made to the Magazine for printing promotional
packages to be sent to Massachusetts recipients are subject to the sales tax.  Charges for printing
packages to be sent outside Massachusetts are not subject to the sales tax.
Very truly yours,
/s/Ira A. Jackson
Commissioner of Revenue
IAJ:JES:mf
LR 84-34
© 2010 Commonwealth of Massachusetts Site Policies Contact Us Site Map
The Official Website of the Department of Revenue (DOR)
  Mass.Gov Home State Agencies State Online Services
DOR 
Home
For 
Individuals and Families
For 
Businesses
For 
Local Officials For 
Tax Professionals
